


OPTIONS 2024-26

At Broughton, we aim to provide a broad spectrum of subjects 
at GCSE or equivalent level (Technical Awards), so that pupils 
follow and succeed in a programme of study best suited to 

their interests, talents and aspirations.



Key Stage 4 Curriculum
Non-examination Core Subjects

Core PE
Core RE/CPSHE

What will your child study at KS4 (Y10 & Y11)?



Examination Core Subjects

All students will study

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Science

Triple Science Combined Science



Key Stage 4 Curriculum
Entitlement Areas

All schools must provide the opportunity for pupils to take a 
course in all the following areas.

The Arts

(Art, Music, Dance, Drama)

Design Technology

(DT … Product Design or Graphics or Fashion & Textiles)

(Food & Nutrition, Engineering)

Humanities

(History, Geography, Religious Studies)

Modern Foreign Languages

(French, German)



GCSEs @ Broughton

English Language
Mathematics

English Literature

Combined Science

Biology PhysicsChemistry

Triple Science

Art & Design

Drama
Religious Studies

Music
Food Preparation & Nutrition

PE

History

Geography

Computer Science

Business

Design Technology

French
German

Dance

Statistics



New for 2024 … GCSE Statistics

• Transition to popular post-16 
courses … ‘A’ Levels … Maths, 
Biology, Psychology, Geography

• Pupils are already familiar with 
much of the foundation content of 
GCSE Statistics and studying it 
further will enhance their outcomes 
in GCSE Maths



TECHNICAL AWARDS

Technical Awards are high quality Level 1/2 
qualifications that equip 14 to 16 year olds with 

applied knowledge and practical skills.

Technical Awards are new Key Stage 4 qualifications, 
designed specifically for 14-16 year olds in schools.

Is a Technical Award the same as a GCSE 
qualification?





These qualifications are assessed using assignments and practical tasks and 
are suitable for pupils who may wish to consider a vocational type course.

The grading structure for Technical Awards is

L1P, L1M, L1D, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 Distinction*

4 5/6 7 8/91/2/3

Is a Technical Award the same as a GCSE 
qualification? YES



TECHNICAL AWARDS @ Broughton

ENGINEERING (NCFE L1/2)

iMEDIA (CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL L2)

Our Technical Award offer is finalised once the approved list of GCSE 
and  equivalent qualifications  for 2026 is published by the DfE.



What has been happening in school so far …

Wednesday 31st January 2024

• ‘Making the Right Choices’ … Introduction to Options

Thursday Friday 1st February 2024

• Options booklet outlining all courses                           

available on school website

Monday 4th March 2023 – Friday 11th March 2024

• Y9 complete preliminary survey to be completed









• The results of the pupil survey and a 'best fit' approach 
determine which subjects appear in each option column





Wednesday 27th March 2024

Options Form 2024



Completing the options form

Triple Science Route Combined Science Route

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Triple Science

Option T





GCSE Science

Triple Science Route Combined Science Route

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Choice 1

German or French

Triple Science

Option T

3 Options

Option P, Q & R

Choice 2

History or Geography or Religious Studies

Choice 3

One final choice



Triple Science Option Choices

Pupils make their final choice from following courses;

Business

Art & Design
Drama

Music

DT – Product Design

DT - Graphics

Food & Nutrition

DT – Fashion & Textiles

Engineering

GCSE PE

Computer Science
Religious Studies

French
GermanGeography

History

Statistics





GCSE Science

Triple Science Route

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Combined 
Science

Combined Science Route





GCSE Science

Triple Science Route

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

At least one subject from

French / German / 
Geography / History

Combined 
Science

4 Options

Sections P, Q, R & T

Combined Science Route



Combined Science Option Choices

Pupils may also choose from;

Business
Art & Design

Drama

Religious Studies

Music
iMEDIA

DT – Product Design

DT - Graphics

Food & Nutrition

DT – Fashion & Textiles

Engineering

PE

Computer Science

Dance

Statistics







Points to Note

• Triple Science pupils must choose this in Option T

• Triple Science pupils are advised to choose 

History or Geography or Religious Studies 

AND

French or German

• ALL pupils must choose at least one subject from 

History or Geography or French or German

• Pupils must make one choice from 
each option P, Q, R & T



Points to Note

• Pupils can only choose one the 5 subjects offered 
by the Design & Technology department.



Our Design Technology department offer a range of 
courses, both GCSE and Technical Awards.

GCSE FOOD & NUTRITION

Graphics

GCSE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Product Design Fashion &Textiles

Core

ENGINEERING (NCFE L1/2)

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY



Points to Note

• Pupils can only choose one the 5 subjects offered 
by the Design & Technology department.

• Pupils can choose either

GCSE Computer Science  or Creative iMedia Tech Award



Alternative Pathways?

Mr Church

(Deputy Headteacher)

Mrs Hardman

(SENDCO)

Mr Hughes

(Head of  Year 9)

At Broughton, we appreciate that 
some pupils require a personalised

curriculum to meet their needs.

Level 1 courses … Grades 1-3



Advice given to pupils
DO

• Do choose subjects YOU enjoy and want to do. 

• Do make decisions based on strengths and interests.

• Do talk to your parents, teachers, form tutor and 
other pupils.

• Do choose a breadth of subjects.

• Do make an appointment with Mrs Askew, our 
independent careers adviser.

• Do your research.



EBacc @ Broughton

BREADTH BALANCE





Further advice given to pupils
DON’T

• Don’t simply choose what your friend has chosen. 
There is no guarantee you will be in the same class.

• Don’t choose a subject because you like the teacher. 
They might not teach you next year.

• Don’t choose before reading through the options 
booklet carefully.





Thursday 18th April 2024

• Y9 Parents’ Evening 30th March 2023 … ‘Options’ 

presentation to parents and an opportunity to talk to 

subject specific teachers

Friday 26th April 2024

• Y9 completed option forms to be submitted.

What next?



WHICHEVER COURSE THEY 
CHOOSE, PUPILS MUST BE 

COMMITTED TO TWO YEARS 
OF VERY HARD WORK, EFFORT, 

SELF-DISCIPLINE AND HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS AT ALL TIMES.

GET IT RIGHT!



IT IS NOT USUALLY POSSIBLE TO SWAP COURSES, ONCE THEY HAVE STARTED!
IF PUPILS DO FEEL THEY WISH TO CHANGE THEIR INITIAL OPTION CHOICES 
AFTER THEY HAVE HANDED IN THEIR FORM, THEN THEY MUST COLLECT A 

CHANGE OF OPTIONS FORM FROM MR. CHURCH

GET IT RIGHT!

CHANGE OF OPTIONS 2024



What happens once options forms have been submitted?

• Pupil options will then be collated.



• The 4 ‘best fit’ option columns that can be timetabled will be 
finalised. 

• Many pupils will be offered their first choices (92% 2023)

What happens once options forms have been submitted?



Why has the option form changed?

Why can’t my child do the options they 
prefer?

FAQs



• Dependent on demand, some courses may have to be withdrawn



• Some option courses can only appear once on the options 
form due to timetabling restrictions and the number of 
pupils opting for the course (13 courses in 2023)

• As a consequence, with only 4 option columns, some 
courses will clash and pupils are restricted in their choice



• Dependent on the actual pupil choices made on the options form, 
it is likely that the options columns will need to be amended.  



ENGINEERING (NCFE L1/2)

We can accommodate two 
Engineering groups of 20 pupils 

in each group.

• Some subjects may be oversubscribed.



• Appropriate class sizes have to be organised.

29
6



Why can’t my child do the options they 
prefer?

• My child wants to do Triple Science but not French or German

• My child wants to do Triple Science but not History, Geography or RS

• My child wants to do Combined Science but not History, 
Geography, French or German

Every pupil must study at least one of History, Geography or a Language



EBacc @ Broughton

BREADTH BALANCE



“My brain hurts”



During the summer term …

• Pupils whose choices will not fit will be seen individually by 
Mr Church to discuss alternatives. 

• Eventually all pupils will have agreed choices. 

• Confirmation in writing to parents in June/July 2024. 



FINALLY…
Thank you for listening

If you have any subject specific questions, please use 
the opportunity this evening to speak to subject staff 

this evening

Over the coming weeks, if you have any questions 

about your child’s options …

churchm@broughtonhigh.co.uk



churchm@broughtonhigh.co.uk


