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The rationale of the History exercise book.
A pupil’s exercise book exemplifies their learning and demonstrates progress over time.

Exercise books may contain the following: 
• knowledge organisers for units of work
•examples of source analysis including annotations
•worksheets
•extended written responses
•notes in the form of mind maps, information pages.

KS3:
• Pupils work in A4 books colour coded according to their year group.
• Pupils receive a new book at the start of each academic year in KS3.
• All assessments, classwork and homework (where appropriate) is completed in the same book.
• Any worksheets are to be stuck neatly into books on one full page, not folded.
• All books are to be backed in clear plastic in line with whole school policy.

KS4:
• Pupils at GCSE use workbooks in addition to exercise books.
• These will be used throughout Year 10 and 11 and serve as a vital revision tool.



Knowledge organisers are used at KS3 to provide pupils with an overview of 
topics and include a glossary of subject specific key words.  They are used as a 
revision aid in preparation for assessments and knowledge tests as well as a 
reference point in lessons.



Marking and feedback policy in History.
• Pupils will receive feedback every fortnight, in line with school policy.  
• This may be in the form of verbal feedback, live marking, whole class feedback 

or written comments from the teacher in pupil books.
• We have high expectations for all.  Good work will be rewarded with Synergy 

points/praise postcards and it is expected that substandard work be 
resubmitted.

• Teachers are to use the marking codes (see right) when annotating pupil work.  
Teacher feedback is given in green pen.

• Pupils are to be given routine opportunities to reflect on their work both prior 
to marking (using a red pen to make adjustments), and following feedback 
(using a purple pen to respond to Action points).

Marking of assessments:
• In years 7, 8 and 9 pupils complete three extended written assessments over 

the year.  Detailed Whole Class Feedback is given alongside DIRT for pupils to 
reflect.

• Cumulative knowledge tests may be teacher/peer/self assessed as appropriate 
with corrections made in purple pen.



Evidence of proof reading prior 
to submission of work (red pen).

Teacher marking highlights 
spelling errors and provides 
actions to improve work and 
future targets.

Pupil response to feedback is in 
purple pen.

Spellings of key words corrected 
x 3 in purple pen

What does marked 
work look like?



Departmental Expectations in History.
Work should be neatly presented:

• Sheets glued in neatly, not folded

• Date and title underlined with a ruler

• Blue or black pen for written work

• Any drawings in pencil and coloured in pencil 
crayon if appropriate

We have high expectations for all and 
encourage pupils to take pride in their 
work.  Books should be backed to 
ensure they remain neat.



Presentation of pupil work. Date, top right.  
Underlined.

Black or blue pen.

Title, underlined.
Classwork/homework indicated 
in the margin.


