
Vocabulary to help you access this text:

• Conspirator: planning with others to do something illegal (a plot)

• Zealous: enthusiastic/keen

• Custody: the protective care or guardianship of someone or something.

• Aftermath: the consequences or aftereffects of a significant unpleasant 
event.

• Effigies: a sculpture or model of a person.

• Contemporary: living or occurring at the same time.

• Treason: the crime of betraying one's country, especially by attempting to 
kill the sovereign or overthrow the government.

• Arsonists: a person who deliberately sets fire to a house or building.



Active readers can

1. summarise, 

2. clarify, 

3. Ask questions and

4. predict (*predicting could be optional depending on the material).



Bonfire Night

• The Gunpowder Plot conspirators, led by Robert Catesby, 
were zealous Roman Catholics enraged at King James I for refusing to grant 
greater religious tolerance to Catholics. They planned to blow up 
the Houses of Parliament (Palace of Westminster) during the state opening 
of Parliament, intending to kill the king and members of Parliament in 
order to clear the way to re-establishing Catholic rule in England. The plan 
failed when the conspirators were betrayed. One of them, Guy Fawkes, was 
taken into custody the evening before the attack, in the cellar where the 
explosives to be used were stashed. The other conspirators were all either 
killed resisting capture or—like Fawkes—tried, convicted, and executed. In 
the aftermath, Parliament declared November 5 a national day of 
thanksgiving, and the first celebration of it took place in 1606.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-Catesby
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/zealous
https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-I-king-of-England-and-Scotland
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Houses-of-Parliament-buildings-London-United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Guy-Fawkes


• Today Guy Fawkes Day is 
celebrated in the United Kingdom, 
and in a number of countries that 
were formerly part of the British 
Empire, with parades, fireworks, 
bonfires, and food. Straw effigies of 
Fawkes are tossed on the bonfire, 
as are—in more recent years in 
some places—those of 
contemporary political figures. 
Traditionally, children carried these 
effigies, called “Guys,” through the 
streets in the days leading up to 
Guy Fawkes Day and asked 
passersby for “a penny for the guy,” 
often reciting rhymes associated 
with the occasion, the best known 
of which dates from the 18th 
century:

https://www.britannica.com/place/British-Empire


• Remember, remember, the fifth of November
Gunpowder treason and plot
We see no reason
Why Gunpowder treason
Should ever be forgot….



• Fireworks, a major component 
of most Guy Fawkes Day 
celebrations, represent the 
explosives that were never used 
by the plotters. Guards perform 
an annual search of the 
Parliament building to check for 
potential arsonists, although it is 
more ceremonial than serious.



Can you

1. summarise, 

2. clarify, 

3. Ask questions and

4. predict (*predicting could be optional depending on the material).


