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The rationale of the exercise book in RE:

Exercise books are a record of student progress over time.
A book may include any of the following: detailed notes or mind-maps, glued-in worksheets and 
guided reading, knowledge organisers, tests and extended written responses.
Work should always be detailed, well presented and of the highest quality. The book should be a 
showcase of what the pupil can do.

All preparatory work and assessment pieces are included in the same book to allow for the 
successful monitoring of progression.

KS3 pupils are given a new book at the beginning of each academic year.

GCSE pupils have 3 different books – one for each of the papers that 
they will sit. 
These are colour coded to help pupils distinguish easily between the 
different books.
The same GCSE exercise books will be used over the two year course. 
GCSE exercise books are both a record of work and progress and an 
important revision resource.



Departmental expectations 
We have high expectations of all pupils. All work in 
exercise books should be neatly presented – all pupils 
should take pride in their work.
Exercise books should be backed to protect them from 
becoming damaged over time.
Any worksheets should be neatly glued in – not folded.

Clearly labelled as 
classwork or 
homework.

Date and title 
underlined using a 
ruler.

Illustrations drawn 
in pencil and if 
coloured, done in 
pencil crayon. 



Use of knowledge organisers
For each unit of study, pupils have knowledge organisers stuck into their exercise books. These 
provide an overview of the knowledge and vocabulary for the unit. Pupils are expected to make used 
of these in their classwork and homework, and for revision.

Year 7 example

Pupils should add their own notes to the knowledge organisers and use them routinely to 
support independent learning. 

Year 10 GCSE example



Marking and feedback in RE:

Marking of assessments:
• In years 7, 8 and 9 pupils complete identified written tasks which are used to assess knowledge and 

understanding of the curriculum – and to monitor progress.  Detailed whole class feedback is given in lesson, 
including sharing good examples and going over common misconceptions. Pupils make improvements to their 
work as a consequence of this feedback.

• GCSE pupils routinely practise exam questions which form part of the internal assessment process. As in KS3, 
pupils make improvements to their work based on feedback given. Some improvements will be made at a later 
stage of the course, when pupils may have gained more of the knowledge required to tackle the question in 
greater depth.

• Cumulative knowledge tests may be teacher/peer/self assessed as appropriate with corrections made in purple 
pen.

• Pupils will receive feedback every fortnight, in line with school policy.  
• This may be in the form of verbal feedback, live marking, whole class feedback or 

written comments from the teacher in pupil books.
• We have high expectations for all.  Good work will be rewarded with Synergy 

points/praise postcards and it is expected that substandard work be resubmitted.
• Teachers are to use the marking codes (see next page) when annotating pupil 

work.  Teacher feedback is given in green pen.
• Pupils are given routine opportunities to reflect on their work both prior to 

marking (using a red pen to make adjustments), and following feedback (using a 
purple pen to respond to Action points).

• Spelling errors are written out correctly three times. There will be a specific focus 
on subject specific vocabulary.



Use of marking codes
Pupils are expected to proof read and make corrections (in red 
pen) to their work before it is marked by the teacher. By the time 
it is marked, it should be the best work that the pupil can do.
Key pieces of work are identified for detailed teacher feedback. 
Pupils then make improvements (in purple pen).



Praise/What went well:

Generally good knowledge of the importance of God in 
Christian life
References to the vows
Knowledge of what happens in a Christian wedding

Being able to support points with examples

Actions for improvement/ DIRT tasks:

Proof read – check that your points are clear. 
Would someone who had not been in the 
lesson know what you mean?

Add specific teachings to support your points: 
eg “A cord of three strands cannot easily be 
broken”

Targets for future work:
Make sure your answer is worth 6 marks.
It needs to be long enough. It cannot just 
repeat the same point in different ways.

SPaG errors:

Believe

Christian – not Christain

marriage

Presentation:

Generally good. 
However, some 
answers were far too 
short – this question 
would be worth 6 
marks in an exam. You 
should aim to write 12-
15 lines.

Whole class feedback Class: 10R                                         Date: December 2021 

Misconceptions:

That the marriage 
itself connect the 
couple with God. 
HOW would it do this?

That the quote ‘God is 
love’ means God loves 
them.

An example of whole class feedback


