
 
 

Wider reading in RE 

Reading is an essential part of success in RE. Religious teachings are rooted in texts and being able to read, 

understand and analyse a story or report is a key aspect of our curriculum. 

We encourage pupils to read in a variety of ways. Most lessons will include reading at some point – both aloud and 

reading independently in silence. We talk a lot about words and the etymology of the vocabulary used. We read 

from different types of documents, including extracts from authentic sources such as scripture, academic books and 

research, poetry, newspaper and magazine articles and testimonies as well as text books. 

When analysing texts, we often use the guided reading process in order to support pupils in understanding and 

analysing a passage. 

Below are some examples of key reading materials that are used in KS3 RE and GCSE RS: 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 
7 

• magazine article: Introduction to 
religious studies 

• Guided reading: The Ramayana 

• Guided reading: Genesis 1 

• The Cosmological Argument 

• articles from ‘Studying religion 
and the Environment’ (RE Today 
magazine) 

• Shabbat: reading for 
information  

• Guided reading: The Exodus 
Story 

• A synopsis of the birth 
narratives in Luke and 
Matthew 

• poetry: ‘Love came down at 
Christmas’ (Christina Rosetti) 

• magazine article: an 
interview with young 
British Muslims 

• Guided reading: Hajj 
diary 

• Guided reading: Baptism 

• The Last Supper - Biblical 
accounts 

 

Year 
8 

• Guided reading: the story of 
Abraham 

• newspaper article: Saving the 
Torah 

• Messianic Prophecies – extracts 
from the Old Testament 

• a selection of parables 

• The Sermon on the Mount 

• poetry: ‘Who’ (Sri Aurobindo) 

• stories of Krishna from the 
Puranas 

• Guided reading: The 
Bhagavad Gita 

• Guided reading: The story of 
Guru Nanak 

• Guided reading: The first 
Pentecost 

• Guided reading: The life 
of Prince Siddhartha 

 

Year 
9 

• Genesis 3 

• Philippa Foot’s Trolley Car 
dilemma 

• extended reading: Situation 
Ethics 

• extracts from ‘A little history 
of religion’ 

• a selection of short 
biographies 

• ‘The knock at Midnight’ 
– extract from the 
biography of Martin 
Luther King 

• The story of Saul 

Year 
10 

• Guided reading: Genesis 1-3 

• The story of Job 

• article: Attitudes towards same 
sex relationships 

• article: A short history of women 
in the Church 

• 1 John analysis 

• the Sermon on the Mount + 
exegesis 

• National Geographic article: 
Apocalyptic ideas 

• article: The feminine Divine 

• extracts from the Upanishads 

• extracts from the Bhagavad 
Gita 

• testimonies: pilgrimage 
accounts 

• extended reading: 
Christian worship 

Year 
11 

• news articles relevant to current 
conflicts 

• ‘Thinking about …’ articles – 
exploring issues of belief in the 
21st century 

• extracts from ‘the Heart of 
Hinduism’ 

• ‘Thinking about …’ articles – 
exploring issues of belief in 
the 21st century 

 

• testimonies: claims of 
religious experiences 

• extracts from the 
writings of Christian 
mystics 



 
 
We also have a range of books that we recommend for pupils to read beyond the curriculum: 

Fiction 

 



 
 
Non-fiction 

 

 

 

 

 


