
Assessment is used to check pupils’ understanding in order to inform future learning. Due to the broad nature of the subject, in 

Geography, KS3 pupils are assessed on the following five key attributes-

1. Geographical vocabulary
2. Case study knowledge
3. Geographical understanding
4. Geographical skills
5. The ability to reach justified conclusions.

Each KS3 topic has opportunities to assess all 5 of these strands of our curriculum. At the end of each topic, pupils will complete 
the relevant tracker sheet at the front of their Geography book which will show all stakeholders- pupils, parents and staff alike 
pupils’ progress. The radar graph has been chosen as it is clear, visual, efficient and gives pupils the opportunity to practise this 
frequent type of geographical data presentation.

Assessment strands 1-4 are measured in end of unit
tests, whilst the ability to reach justified conclusions 
is assessed in a piece of extended writing.

Assessment in KS3 Geography



1- Basic 2-3- Clear 4-5- Detailed

1. Geographical 
vocabulary

0-30% of key vocabulary 
used correctly.

31-70% of key vocabulary 
used correctly.

71%+ of key 
vocabulary used 
correctly.

2. Case study 
knowledge

Demonstrates limited
knowledge about …

Demonstrates some
knowledge about …

Demonstrates accurate
knowledge about …

3. Geographical 
understanding

Shows limited
geographical 
understanding of …

Shows some
geographical 
understanding of …

Shows thorough 
geographical 
understanding of …

4. Geographical 
skills

Demonstrates limited use 
of …

Demonstrates 
reasonable use of …

Demonstrates relevant 
and effective use of …

5. Ability to reach 
justified 
conclusions

Demonstrates limited 
application of knowledge 
and understanding in 
judging …

Demonstrates 
reasonable application 
of knowledge and 
understanding in judging 
…

Demonstrates 
thorough application 
of knowledge and 
understanding in 
judging …

Assessment criteria in KS3 Geography



Feedback after KS3 tests
• Teachers mark in line with school’s 

marking policy and provide pupils 
feedback in terms of action points 
and targets.

• Once pupils have completed their 
purple pen DIRT responses to the 
end of topic test, a FEEDFORWARD 
activity is given to all pupils. This 
allows both pupils and staff to see if 
the pupil has made progress on the 
aspects of the test that they 
struggled with. 



• Extended writing in KS3 
Geography

• A5 marking sheets have been 
produced to assess pupil progress 
in the extended writing tasks. 
Common misconceptions have 
been identified as have common 
successes. This makes marking 
both helpful and personalised for 
pupils and time efficient for staff.



GCSE assessments

• GCSE assessments are routine after the 
completion of topics. Time permitting, we 
aim to allow time to forget before setting the 
test to ensure content is committed to long 
term memory rather than working memory. 
We also boost retrieval practice by testing 
previous topics as well as recent ones.

• All GCSE assessments are from past AQA 
papers and are marked using the 
standardised mark schemes.

Feedback after GCSE tests

• Teachers mark in line with school’s 
marking policy and provide pupils feedback 
in terms of action points and targets.
• Pupils complete an exam wrapper to 
analyse their successes and any areas for 
development.


