
 

 
Headteacher: Mr David Botes 

 

19th April 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to meet the pupils and staff during my first week as Headteacher. I 
spoke to all Year groups on Monday in separate, socially distanced assemblies, and I was extremely 
impressed by the way they entered the hall and listened carefully to my presentation. The warm welcome 
I have received from staff and pupils has been overwhelming and the number of pupils actively coming 
to say hello and introducing themselves to me has definitely reinforced my initial feelings about the ‘family’ 
atmosphere at Broughton High School. 
 
I spoke to the pupils during my assembly about the part they have to play in the ‘team’ at Broughton High 
School.  As a keen sportsman myself, I explained the importance of what being in a team means and that 
we all have to play our part and take responsibility for our own actions. It is clear to me that the pupils 
have listened to this advice.  As I have walked around school and visited lessons, the focus, concentration 
and hard work, alongside sensible behaviour around school, has been impressive. 
 
One aspect that does concern me however is that some pupils are wearing their uniform incorrectly. I 
would like to take this opportunity to ask you for your support in ensuring that together we address this 
issue and that the Broughton High School uniform is worn correctly, at all times, by all pupils, from the 
26th April. The uniform expectations are listed below and have been in place for a number of years.  
 
For Boys: 
Grey trousers with logo 
Plain white shirt with stiffened collar (not fitted) 
Plain black or grey socks 
Sensible plain black shoes, not canvas, no trainers 
 
For Girls: 
Navy pleated knee-length skirt with logo or 
Navy school trousers with logo 
Plain navy or black tights or plain navy socks 
No leggings or socks over tights 
Plain white shirt with stiffened collar (not fitted) 
Sensible plain black shoes, not canvas, no trainers 
 
For All: 
Only wearing a watch and a single pair of plain ear studs as a maximum amount of jewellery  
Any other facial or body piercing is not allowed  
Not wearing make-up, fake tan and nail varnish or false nails  
Ensuring hair colouring is natural and discreet   
Extreme hairstyles, cuts and adornments are inappropriate for school  
Hoodies must not be worn under a blazer on the way to or from school 



 
Progress Leaders are already addressing this issue and speaking to pupils who are wearing their uniform 
incorrectly or wearing make-up or false tan. I have seen a noticeable improvement already and with your 
support I am sure we can ensure that all our pupils wear their uniform to the same standard every day 
from the 26th April. If your child is in Year 11 and has grown out of their skirt please let Mrs Boardman 
know; we will then loan them a brand-new skirt until they leave school. Many thanks in advance for your 
help and support with this matter. If you are struggling with any aspect of our uniform please contact 
your child’s Progress Leader and we will do all we can to help.  
 
Tomorrow, I will be meeting all Year 11 pupils to talk them through some of the best revision techniques 
for their upcoming assessments which will allow teachers to allocate an accurate GCSE grade. You will be 
aware that Year 11 teachers will be assessing the pupils from the 4th May in order to award an appropriate 
grade GCSE for your child. The pupils will be completing written assessments under exam conditions and 
will receive their final GCSE grades on 12th August. Having spoken to a significant number of Year 11 
pupils, I know they are working extremely hard in preparation for the assessments and that they will give 
their very best over the next few weeks.  It was wonderful to meet Sam Horton (Head Boy), Jenna Culshaw 
(Head Girl), Rishi Parekh (Deputy Head Boy) and Alex Morris (Deputy Head Girl) who offered some sensible 
suggestions and insights into how we can help Year 11 pupils over the next few weeks. We are also trying 
to finalise an official leaving date for Year 11’s and will inform you immediately when we have a final 
collective decision.  
 
Information regarding the end of year assessments for Year 7-10 will be published in next week’s 
newsletter.  
 
I hope you have managed to enjoy the lovely weather over the weekend. If you need to contact me about 
any aspects of school life, however trivial, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  My email address is 
botesd@broughtonhigh.co.uk.  
  
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr David Botes 
Headteacher                      

mailto:botesd@broughtonhigh.co.uk


 

   
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Options 2021 … Options Form 
 
A second presentation is now available for Year 9 pupils 
and parents. The presentation gives an update on the 
process and includes guidance on how to complete the 
Options Form 2021. 
 
The video can be accessed via your son’s/daughter’s Firefly 
account, together with a copy of the options form, which 
is also attached to this newsletter. Pupils can submit 
their completed options form any time after the Y9 Parents’ 
Evening on 29th April 2021, with all forms submitted by the 
deadline 13th May 2021. 
 
If you have any queries, do not hesitate to contact churchm@broughtonhigh.co.uk 

Mr Church 
 
 
 
 
The following activities will be held at 3pm after school.  Pupils of all abilities are welcome to attend. 
 
Dance      Year 8   Mondays 
(in the Gym) 
 
Girls’ Netball     Year 8   Tuesdays 
(meet on the courts once changed)   
      Year 7   Wednesdays 
 
      Year 9   Thursdays 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter No 27 
 
19th April 2021 

Parental Consultation Process – SRE at Broughton High School 
 
As you may already be aware, the Department for Education has announced changes to relationships and 
sex education following nationwide consultation. These changes need to be in effect by the end of the 
summer term, when all schools will be required to comply with the updated requirements. We are keen to 
share what we are planning with you and understand your views on it. 
 
As part of our parental consultation process we invite you to attend a virtual forum meeting on Monday 
26th April to have a look at the changes we are making to our new policy. We are keen to work with you as 
much as possible in discussing how SRE is delivered at Broughton High School.  
 
If you would like to attend the virtual forum meeting please email meakink@broughtonhigh.co.uk. 
 
Thank you.   

Mrs Meakin  
 

PE Extra-Curricular Activities 

mailto:churchm@broughtonhigh.co.uk
mailto:meakink@broughtonhigh.co.uk


Bedrock Vocabulary 
 
Here at Broughton we have invested in an innovative literacy improvement 
tool called Bedrock Vocabulary. It is a website that helps children to learn 
very important academic vocabulary. Did you know that children with wide 
vocabularies make excellent progress at school and in further education? We currently already run this 
programme with Year 9 but have decided to additionally launch this initiative with Year 7 pupils as we are 
confident it will offer an opportunity for learning enrichment outside of the classroom.  
 
As your child progresses through this curriculum, they will study hundreds of words, whilst reading fiction 
and non-fiction texts regularly. They will also fill in an online vocabulary notebook to practise using this 
vocabulary, and you can see and edit this yourself! 
 
Why not help your child to make even greater progress by logging on to see how they are getting on? You 
will be able see the vocabulary your child is learning, which we encourage you to use in conversation at 
home. As each post-test is completed, data will appear in the dashboard.  
 
You can go directly to the site and create your own account now.  
 
 Step 1: Visit https://app.bedrocklearning.org. 
 Step 2: Click on the ‘Parent/Teacher’ tab. 
 Step 3: Complete the parent sign-up sheet and enter the codes provided to you by the school and 

create an account. (This will be sent to you in an email) 
 Step 4: Check your email for your password, and then log in. Be sure to check your junk folder if no 

email arrives. 
 
The pupils will be required to complete two Bedrock sessions of learning per week and this will be 
their designated homework; this should take on average 10-15 minutes per session. Your child’s 
English teacher will access their vocabulary notebook and test records in order to monitor progress. 
 
Thank you for your support; we look forward to reaping the benefits of this new and exciting tool! 
 

Mrs Wright 

https://app.bedrocklearning.org/


 

  

Business    Years 7, 8, 9 

LEARN 
THEM! 

Test on 
Wednesday 

21st April 

1. Two atoms can be linked together by a bond. 
2. Noble gases/Group O in the periodic table is the group of elements which are  

stable and do not form compounds easily. 
3. Electrons are sub-atomic particles of atoms which take part in chemical reactions. 
4. An ion is an atom that is changed because it has lost or gained one or more electrons. 
5. An ionic compound is formed by the loss and gain of electrons. 
6. A covalent bond is formed by sharing electron pairs within molecules. 
7. In oxygen and carbon dioxide, the atoms share two pairs of electrons, these are double covalent 

bonds. 
8. The forces of attraction between molecules compared to the bonds within molecules are 

relatively weak. 
9. Simple molecules are poor conductors of electricity at room temperature. 
10. Simple molecules, such as methane, have low melting points because they have weak 

intermolecular forces of attraction between them. 
 

 

                        Chemistry    Years 10 and 11 

Test on 
21st April 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Read to Lead – Year 9 
After the successful launch of our Read to Lead scheme with 
Year 7 and Year 8 pupils, Year 9 will receive their first book this 
week  The self-help book is ‘Fearless’ by Liam Hackett, the head 
of a major anti-bullying charity, Ditch the Label. In this book, he 
helps young people increase their confidence and manage the challenges they are facing. 
Ultimately, this book is centred around building resilience and understanding so readers 
can be their best, most fearless selves!  
 
Please do talk to your child about their new book: what fears do they have?  What 
strategies have they learnt that they can implement?  Are there any words they are 
unsure of?  Further questions and prompts will be provided to help promote 
conversations and engagement with the books at home in the coming 
half term.   

 
Mrs Armstrong 

ARMY FOUNDATION COLLEGE HARROGATE - WEBINAR 
 
16+ OPTIONS – LIVE WEBINAR FOR PUPILS AND EDUCATORS 
Pupils can find out everything they need to know about their options in the Army after they 
have finished school, including enrolling at AFC Harrogate, at the 16+ Options live webinar. 
The webinar will be held on 22nd April at 6pm. Places are limited – please click the link below to register. 
 
BOOK YOUR PLACE

Update on Postponed Review 2 - Years 7, 8 and 9 
 
Due to lockdown it was decided to delay Review 2 for years 7, 8 and 9 to allow for a period of face to face 
teaching before progress and effort grading was decided. 
 
Year 9 Review 2 will be published on Firefly on Friday 23rd April.  
 
Years 7 and 8 Review 2 will be published on Monday 10th May. 
 
All Reviews and Reports will be published through Firefly, as usual, under the ‘Your Child’ tab. 
 
 School Lunches 

 
The quality of food is 
one of the highlights of 
life here at Broughton.   
 
Mr Burgess, our Head 
Chef, and the catering 
team continue to do a 
fabulous job. 
 
A meal deal  represents 
great value at £2.40 and 
pupils have an 
abundance of choice at 
break and lunch. 

https://clicks.thecdi-news.net/email/S-10687@333775@h9y8b3y31usovZ0Avq989LsaKgjWzeK_U8EaH3-AwbY.@


 

Request for Plastic Trays and Large Yoghurt Pots  
   
 
Please could you save any plastic trays from fruit/veg/margarine lids/ice 
cream lids etc - even the trays from the bottom of ham packets ... anything 
that does not have holes in!  Also, any large yoghurt pots too would be most 
appreciated.  
 
These will be used for an Art project and will be recycled responsibly 
afterwards.  If pupils could bring them to Technology 1 by Friday 30th April 
that would be super!  
 
Thank you very much. 

Mrs Tillotson  
 
  

Late Bus 

The late bus will operate on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at a charge of 60p per pupil 
per journey. 

 
Pupils are able to use their bus passes and return tickets. 

 
The service will depart from Broughton at 4.25pm. 

 
 



 
 

 
  

 



Earth Day 2021: April 22nd

What is Earth Day?
Earth Day is an international day of environmental action,
designed to drive action on the environment and climate crisis. It
has been celebrated every year since 1970!

More than 1 billion people in 192 countries now
participate in Earth Day activities each year.

This year’s theme is “Restore our Earth”, which focuses on
natural processes, emerging green technologies, and innovative
thinking that can restore the world’s ecosystems.



Earth Day 2021: April 22nd

How you can get involved:

Raise awareness using the Earth Day social media toolkit
(https://www.earthday.org/toolkit-earth-day-2021-restore-our-
earth/#media).
Become a citizen scientist - download the Global Earth
Challenge™ app to collect data on air quality and plastic pollution
to contribute to scientific research.
Plant some trees to help benefit your local ecosystem.
Join or organise a litter picking event near you.
Make lifestyle changes to reduce your impact - avoid single
use plastics and use reusable bottles/cutlery/bags, eat more
sustainable foods and try plant based meals.
Register to find activities near you on the Earth Day website
(https://www.earthday.org/)

You can log your activity via the Earth Day website which
will show your contribution on an interactive map.
Your contribution doesn’t have to be on Earth Day. As long
as you do your bit to help it will make a difference that we can all
benefit from.

Please let me know if you take part in any activities! 
(foxk@broughtonhigh.co.uk)                                               

Mr Fox 

https://www.earthday.org/toolkit-earth-day-2021-restore-our-earth/#media
https://www.earthday.org/
mailto:foxk@broughtonhigh.co.uk


Earth Day 2021: April 22nd

Become a citizen scientist- Download the Global Earth 
Challenge™ app and contribute to scientific research by 

collecting data on air quality and plastic pollution.



Earth Day 2021: April 22nd

Take Action - Try a Simple Act of Green

https://www.earthday.org/actions/try-a-simple-act-of-green/


Earth Day 2021: April 22nd

You know the three Rs 
(reduce, reuse, recycle).

Try three more:

REMOVE
Pick up litter in your neighbourhood,
parks and on beaches. Check local
safety guidelines first, and always
use gloves!

REFUSE
Make a habit of saying “No straw,
please.” and “I brought my own cup,
thanks.” It’s a small step, but an
easy way to see what you can live
without.

RALLY
Raise awareness of the impacts of
single use plastics. Write to local
leaders to ban single use plastics.



Are you in Year 11?  

What are your next steps? 

 

If you haven't yet applied to 6th Form or College you need to do 
this now! 

 

You can apply to both 6th Form and College and for as many courses 
as you are interested in. 

 

You can do it online, it doesn’t take long and make sure you check 
your application over before clicking send. 

 

Top Tip- If you are someone who would prefer to get a job or 
an  apprenticeship make sure you apply for a college/6th form 

course as a back up plan!  

 

Please see a list of local colleges: 

• Preston’s College   www.preston.ac.uk 

• Cardinal Newman College  www.cardinalnewman.ac.uk 

• Runshaw College   www.runshaw.ac.uk 

• Myerscough College   www.myerscough.ac.uk 

• Hutton Grammar  www.huttongrammar.org/sixth-form 

 

 

Google colleges near you to find many more! 
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Quote of the day… 

“Success isn't always about greatness, Its about   
consistency, consistent hard work gains success,             

greatness will come!” - Dwayne Johnson 
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April Careers News 

 

' 

 

Do you need any careers help or guidance?  

Don't delay, book an appointment today! 

Please contact your schools Career Adviser or your Form Tutor. 

. 

NHS April 2021 Virtual Career Events 

 

 

If you are thinking of training to be a doctor, dentist, nurse, paramedic, 
midwife or one of the other many wonderful opportunities in the NHS 

please click the link below to find out more! 

 

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/events/skills-north-
west-2 

This virtual event is exclusively for people who live in the North West so 
it couldn’t be more relevant to you! 

 

Make sure you put it on a calendar, as an alarm on your phone or a 
reminder on your fridge! 

 

If you can’t make the above event, don’t worry there are plenty more, 
click the link below.  

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/events 

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/events/skills-north-west-2
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/events/skills-north-west-2
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/events
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******Competition Extension****** 

 

Career North know how busy you have been in the last few weeks         
returning to school and catching up with work.  

 

So great news we have extended our competition until Friday 30th April!  

 

You still have the chance to win £50 as well as learning lots of              
important careers information, it’s a win win!  

 

To enter the Career North competition and have the chance to win £50, 
please complete the activities provided on the Career North Website. 

 
You have to be in it to win it! Good Luck 

 

 

 

Parents and Carers — A guide to Apprenticeships  

 
This guide will help parents/carers understand apprenticeships and what they can offer 
as a credible alternative to full time study, it provides information about apprenticeships 

up to degree level and advice about how to secure that perfect apprenticeship which   
offers the opportunity to earn, learn and gain recognised qualifications.  

 
Click the link below for more information: 

 
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-february-21/?
utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=PP%20ICYMI&utm_campaign=AAA%
20February%202021 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-february-21/?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=PP%20ICYMI&utm_campaign=AAA%20February%202021
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-february-21/?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=PP%20ICYMI&utm_campaign=AAA%20February%202021
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-february-21/?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=PP%20ICYMI&utm_campaign=AAA%20February%202021
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Career North Top Websites for Revision and Study Skills 
 

So many students say they don’t know how to revise  
If you are one of them then this is a skill you can improve  

Here are some revision tips designed for university students 
Which will also work for you! 

 
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/student-life/game-changing-revision-tips-we- 

tweeted-you-may-have-missed 
 

Remember being able to revise is a skill, if you learn how to do it now it will make life 
a lot easier! 

 
There are so many different ways you can study and revise; flash cards, past papers, 
online videos, podcasts, quizzes, mind mapping, mnemonics, but what’s important is to 

find what works for you! 
 

Don’t procrastinate; there aren’t many people who enjoy revising, so get it done 
quickly and productively! 

Get stuck in and make it pay! 
 

The two links below are great for revision; 
 

https://www.skillsyouneed.com/learn/revision-skills.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
 

Good luck to all students with upcoming assessments! 
 

Career North Top Websites for Revision and Study Skills 

Clearing – What is it? 
 

Clearing is how Universities match applicants to university places that are yet to be 
filled. It's available From 6 July – 20 October to anyone who has made a UCAS          

Undergraduate application and doesn't hold any offers and you can use Clearing if you 
are applying after 30 June. 

 
 

If this might be for you then sign up to the Virtual University Clearing Event below: 
 
 

https://www.whatcareerlive.co.uk/virtual-clearing-august-2021 

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/student-life/game-changing-revision-tips-we-tweeted-you-may-have-missed
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/student-life/game-changing-revision-tips-we-tweeted-you-may-have-missed
https://www.skillsyouneed.com/learn/revision-skills.html
https://www.skillsyouneed.com/learn/revision-skills.html
https://www.whatcareerlive.co.uk/virtual-clearing-august-2021


07792 520909  
info@careernorth.co.uk 
www.careernorth.co.uk 

Career North provide high 
quality independent Careers 

Advice and Guidance, all 
Careers Advisers have wide 
ranging experience in the 

workplace, are highly skilled 
and professionally qualified 

to Level 6. They are 
passionate about helping 
young people progress and 

make well informed decisions 
for their future. Careers 

Advisers welcome the opportunity to meet with parents and they 
can request to attend their son/daughters Career Conversation.  

Career North — Your Career Starts here 

Virtual Work Experience Opportunities-  

https://www.careernorth.co.uk/2021/02/virtual-work-
experience-opportunities/ 

Degree Apprenticeship Opportunities- 

https://www.careernorth.co.uk/2021/02/degree-
apprenticeship-opportunities/ 

2021 Career North Competition- 

https://www.careernorth.co.uk/2021/03/the-2021-career-
challenge-competition/ 
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Some of the Career North team 

Live on The Career North Website 

A guide to getting and staying in employment 
through to 2029! 

 
The below guide is a must read for any ambitious students who are 
looking to the future and wanting to know more about emerging    
careers. The guide will introduce students to careers of the future! 
https://www.cognizant.com/whitepapers/21-more-jobs-of-the-
future-a-guide-to-getting-and-staying-employed-through-2029-
codex3928.pdf  

https://www.cognizant.com/whitepapers/21-more-jobs-of-the-future-a-guide-to-getting-and-staying-employed-through-2029-codex3928.pdf
https://www.cognizant.com/whitepapers/21-more-jobs-of-the-future-a-guide-to-getting-and-staying-employed-through-2029-codex3928.pdf
https://www.cognizant.com/whitepapers/21-more-jobs-of-the-future-a-guide-to-getting-and-staying-employed-through-2029-codex3928.pdf


 

 

Note to Mr Church (Deputy Headteacher):                              


	19.4.21 - Letter from David Botes - Newsletter 27
	Newsletter - Week 27 - 2021
	Army Foundation College Harrogate - Webinar
	16+ Options – Live webinar for PUPILS and educators

	Earth Day Newsletter
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5

	April 2021 Careers Newsletter
	OPTION FORM 2021 v3 change - 19.4.21

