
 

 
Headteacher: Mr David Botes 

 

12th April 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
I am delighted to have been appointed as the new Headteacher of Broughton High School. It is an absolute 
privilege to have been asked to lead such an outstanding school into the next phase of its improvement 
and growth. At the heart of my vision for the school is a commitment to high standards in every aspect of 
school life whilst maintaining the strong family orientated atmosphere that together will allow your child 
to flourish and succeed.  
 
I have an array of educational experiences, from Head of Year, Head of Department and Assistant 
Headteacher through to my most recent post as the Deputy Headteacher at Corpus Christi Catholic High 
School. All these experiences have developed my educational philosophy which is to ensure that as your 
Headteacher I will always put the children of Broughton High School at the centre of my decision making, 
developments and plans.  
 
As a past pupil, I know what it means to attend Broughton High School. I have a good understanding of 
the ethos, values and local community and I know that there is an intense pride connected with the 
reputation of the school and a strong expectation for all pupils to succeed. This understanding provides 
me with a strong foundation of knowledge which will allow me and my team to further unlock the school’s 
incredible potential.  
 
As a father to three children myself, I know that parents will want a smooth transition from one 
Headteacher to another and a further period of stable and consistent leadership at Broughton High School. 
During the summer term I will get to know the school, staff, pupils and parents and decide upon the 
school’s key priorities as we move forward to complement the superb work of Mr Morris. I also want to 
reassure you that a change in Headteacher will not lessen the warmth of welcome that you and your 
children will receive. After this unprecedented period of time where pupils have not been in the classroom, 
I want to ensure that no child is disadvantaged by Covid-19.  My initial aims are to limit the number of 
significant changes, by focusing on getting the return to school routines and learning habits consistent 
and ensuring that high quality teaching and learning continues to be the number one focus.  
 
My commitment to all pupils and parents is to be a visible and approachable Headteacher; one who truly 
champions our pupils and their many successes, and is committed to the long-term success of the school. 
In doing so, I am keen to harness the views and energy of our parents and will be holding parent forums 
in the months ahead.  
 
To help your child on their journey to success, it is critical that there is a strong partnership between home 
and school. It is essential that we work together to ensure that your child is happy in school and that 
there are no barriers to learning. I would strongly urge you to contact school if your child is unhappy or 
struggling with any aspect of school life and please continue to check daily what homework is being set, 
utilising ‘ClassCharts’ and ‘Firefly’ to ensure your child is completing all work that is set.  



 
 
I have been very impressed with the children I have already met at Broughton High School. They were 
extremely polite and well-mannered and keen to talk about how good their school is.  I have spoken to 
all pupils today about my expectations for behaviour and the part that they have to play in maintaining 
the excellent reputation of the school. I also explained in detail my expectations of uniform being worn 
correctly at all times. I will communicate these expectations to you in more detail during the summer 
term.   
 
After a period of committed on-line learning for our pupils, I hope your child has enjoyed the return to 
exciting and stimulating face to face lessons that will be igniting a further passion for learning and 
reassuring your children that they can achieve every success with hard work, self-belief and determination.  
 
I look forward to working with you all in the coming months and years.  If you need to contact me about 
any issue, however trivial, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  My email address is 
botesd@broughtonhigh.co.uk.  
  
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr David Botes 
Headteacher                      

mailto:botesd@broughtonhigh.co.uk


 

   
 
 
 
 

  
 
Read to Lead – Year 8 and 9 
After the successful launch of our Read to Lead scheme with Year 7 
pupils, Year 8 and 9 will receive their first book over the coming 
weeks. Read to Lead is a campaign to reinvigorate pupils’ reading 
habits as we know the positive social, academic and emotional impact 
a love of reading entails.  All the books have been researched by our 
fantastic librarian, Mrs Whitlock, to inspire and motivate pupils to 
read – with this book being no exception! 
 
Year 8 and 9 pupils will receive a copy of the self-help book 
‘Fearless’ by Liam Hackett, the head of a major anti-bullying charity, 
Ditch the Label. In this book, he helps young people increase their 
confidence and manage the challenges they are facing. Ultimately, this book is centred 
around building resilience and understanding so readers can be their best, most 
fearless selves!  
 
Please do talk to your child about their new book: what fears do 
they have?  What strategies have they learnt that they can implement?  Are there any 
words they are unsure of?  Further questions and prompts will be provided to help 
promote conversations and engagement with the books at home in the coming half term.   

Mrs Armstrong 
Random Act of Kindness 
Just before the end of last term, we received positive praise from a member of the public commending 
some of our pupils.  The boys were seen, on their way to school, pushing a lady’s car to safety.  They 
pushed the car off Garstang Road, onto the pavement, to be greeted by the AA van. The member of the 
public said, “It is a great commendation for the school and shows the calibre of its pupils; bravo to all the 
staff and to these boys, they have restored my faith in today's youth”.   

Well done to the following pupils for acting responsibly. 
Tom Haworth, 11S, Oliver Ferguson, 11B, 

Callum Brown, 11N, Michael Anderson, 11N 
 
Year 7 Careers – Young Enterprise Learn to Earn  
By the end of last term all Year 7 pupil’s will have completed the Young Enterprise Learn to Earn 
programme.  Some of these sessions have been run by a volunteer from young Enterprise and 
others by Mrs Donleavy.  Pupils started by picking features of their dream lifestyle and looking at 
the costs of these before going on to calculate how much they would have to earn to be able to 
fund their dream lifestyle – it was quite a shock to some of them!  They then identified aspects 
of their personality and matched those with talent types.  Finally, pupils used the features of their 
personalities to find suitable career ideas; looking at the starting and potential salary they could 
earn and the entry requirements of them.  It was an interesting couple of hours, both for the pupils and 
also the staff who learnt a lot about the aspirations and dreams of Year 7 pupils.  All of the pupils have 
brought their work home to share with their parents – do you think your child would be good at their 
chosen career?  Where did your own career start?  Did you think that you would be where you are now 
when you were 11 or 12?  All questions Year 7 might like to discuss with you! 
Thank you to Sally Hopkins from Young Enterprise who sourced funding for the programme and Toni Smith 
for his help with delivery as well as Mrs Fahey and Mr Yasin for supporting some of the sessions in lessons.   
We hope to be to run the programme again next year, hopefully in the usual way with visitors delivering 
the sessions in person! 

Mrs Donleavy 
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With plastic waste becoming 
even more of an issue on our 
planet than ever before, more 
young children are trying to 
do their bit to help. 
 

My friend’s daughter is only 10 years old 
and she is on a mission to help reduce 
plastic waste and she needs your help… 
Skye Neville lives in Wales and over the 
last 7 years she has helped to collect 
waste from her local beach and 
countryside. Recently Sky decided that 
enough was enough and she started a 
petition to stop plastic waste on 
magazines. Skye’s campaign against 
throwaway toys has already had a lot of 
media coverage (you may have seen her 
on BBC Breakfast one morning recently) 
and the petition that she has created has 
spurred big companies like Waitrose into 
action.  
 
You can read the article from                      
The Guardian here… 
 

 
Like Skye, I am sure many of you feel 
that something needs to be done to 
help reduce plastic waste and to 
support her with this campaign she 
would be very grateful if you could sign 
her petition here!  Please ask friends 
and family to sign it too – the more 
signatures it gets, the more companies 
will listen!  
 
PLEASE CLICK HERE TO SIGN 

 

              Thank you. 
Mrs Tillotson

PLASTIC WASTE 
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Food Technology 

 
Year 10  

Pupil Demonstration. 
 
Year 10 pupil, Steven Parkinson, gave a practical skills demonstration to Year 10 Food Preparation and 
Nutrition pupils on how to prepare goose and a pigeon crown.   
 
Steven was very informative about how and why he caught the birds, with lots of tips on how to prepare 
and cook them.   
 
Thank you, Steven, for an interesting lesson.  

Mrs Newton 
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 8  

Pupils preparing hot cross buns as part of the bread unit of work. 
 

                                                                      
 

                            
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 7 

Pupils applying practical skills of rubbing in, shaping and cutting out in the 
preparation of the Easter themed shortbread lesson. 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following pupils 
for achieving the  

 
Bronze Food Practical Skills Award 

 
Zayn Ahmed 

Tabitha Lamoury 
Harrison Stenhouse 

Hannah Wilcock 

Congratulations to the following pupils for 
achieving the 

  
Silver Food Practical Skills Award 

  
Caitlin Lenton 
Finlay Clark 

 
 
 

The Garstang shop will re-open from Monday 12th April on the following days: 
 

Monday  9.30am – 4.30pm 
Wednesday  9.30am – 4.30pm 
Friday   9.30am – 4.30pm 

 
At the moment the shop will be closed on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. 

These days and times will be reviewed monthly and amended accordingly. 
 



 

Music    Years 7, 8, 9 

1. Traditionally, the blues is performed in a 12-bar pattern. 
 

2. Chords I, IV & V (1, 4 and 5) are used in blues music.  
If you were in the key of C, chord ‘I’ would be C, chord ‘IV’ would be F and chord ‘V’ would be G. 
 

3. The full name for a piano is a ‘fortepiano’ because it can play a wide range of dynamics 
(volumes). Forte means loud and piano means soft so the translation is literally a 
‘loudsoft’. 
 

4. The most expensive instrument in the world is the “Lady Blunt” Stradivarius Violin  
(made in 1721) which last sold in 2011 for almost £10,000,000! 
 

5. A two-beat note is called a minim. 
 

6. The long, sustained note played by bagpipes, while the tune is played on the  
chanter, is called a drone. 
 

7. The small lines that sit above or below the stave are called Ledger Lines. They are used to sit notes 
on, above or below. 
 

8. Lots of people consider any music played by an orchestra as ‘Classical Music’. However, the classical 
period was between approximately 1750 and 1820. Not very long at all!  
 

9. John Williams is the prolific composer who is responsible for the soundtracks to Star Wars, Indiana 
Jones, Jurassic Park, Superman, ET, Harry Potter, Jaws, Home Alone and Schindler's List, amongst 
many more.  John Williams is Mr Shepherd’s favourite film composer and still producing incredible 
film music at 88 years old!  
 

10. Historically, the flute was made out of wood but in the 1830s a German musician and inventor 
called Theobald Boehm created the flute that we recognise today out of metal. 

LEARN 
THEM! 

Test on 
Wednesday 

14th April 

1. To change £ into a foreign currency you multiply by the exchange rate.  
To change back, divide by the exchange rate. 
 

2. The number 124000000 written in standard form is 1.24 x 108. 
 

3. The number 0.0003 written in standard form is 3 x 10-4. 
 

4. When 4671 is rounded to 1 significant figure it would be 5000. 
 

5. If I say my height is 164cm to the nearest cm then it could be in the range 
163.5cm≤h<164.5cm. 
 

6. If x is an integer such that -2<x ≤3 then the possible integer values for x are -1, 0, 1, 2, 3. 
 

7. If the equation of a straight line is y=mx+c  then m stands for the gradient and c stands for 
the intercept with the y axis. 
 

8. 5 miles = 8 kilometres. 
 

9. The first 5 cube numbers are 1, 8, 27, 64, 125. 
 

10. Volume of a cone  =   h   where r is the radius and h is the perpendicular height. 
 

                        Maths       Years 10 and 11 

Test on 
Wednesday 

14th April 



 
 

Year 8 Art and Design 
Year 8 Art and Design pupils are currently working on a project based on Nature and Photography. These 
images show a preliminary task that all pupils undertook to practice their observational drawing skills and I 
have been incredibly impressed with the quality of detail.  

Mrs Tillotson 
 



 

Year 8 Art and Design 
 



 



 

 
 

 
 

  
 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

TikTok: new tools 
 

You must be over 13 years of age to use TikTok.   
 
TikTok have introduced new tools to 
try and promote kindness on their 
platform.  The new ‘Filter All 
Comments’ feature means that you 
can choose which comments will 
appear on your videos. 
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-
us/new-tools-to-promote-kindness  

 
This article may be of interest too as 
it outlines three features which you 
should know about if your child is 
using TikTok: 
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-
us/three-tiktok-features-every-
parent-should-know   
 

Reminder: Blocking and Reporting 
Don’t forget to show your child how to report 
(https://support.tiktok.com/en/safety-hc/report-a-problem/report-a-
user) and block other users (https://support.tiktok.com/en/using-
tiktok/followers-and-following/blocking-the-users ).     
 
TikTok have also produced several "You're in Control" videos to show 
users how to use TikTok more safely.  These are available here: 
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/youre-in-control-video-series-stars-
tiktok-creators-to-educate-users-about-safety-features  
 

Further information  
http://support.tiktok.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choosing apps 
 

We receive lots of queries about 
different apps, which when they are less 
known, we’re reluctant to name and 
raise awareness of so instead we 
thought we’d provide you with some 
pointers to help you decide if an app is 
appropriate or not for your child. 
 

• Starting point would be to look at 

the age rating – is your child old 

enough to be playing it? Also please 

be aware that apps are often rated 

by the developer themselves. 

https://www.net-

aware.org.uk/news%2Fage-content-

ratings-apps-games/  

• Regardless of the age rating, does 

the app include any communication 

options such as chat or commenting?  

If yes, this can add greater risk and 

you will need to decide if the app is 

then appropriate.  Try to use the app 

first so you can check it.   

• Use the app with your child, show 

them any blocking/reporting tools. 

• Does the app have any parental 

controls? 

• Read the app reviews – is there 

anything that concerns you? 

• Google the app – is there anything in 

the news that concerns you?  

• Play and use the app together 

• Talk to your child regularly about 

what they are doing online. 
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. 
Current as of the date released 1.4.21. 

 

Social Media advice for you 
 

Report harmful content provide links to the advice sections from several 
social media platforms: 
 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/advice/other/further-advice/advice-for-
parents/  
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 Leading the way 

 

This is a great article from Vodafone 
illustrating how we can help shape 
and influence our children’s digital 
lives: 
 
https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile
/digital-parenting/setting-an-
example  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“A hoax is a deliberate lie designed to seem truthful. The internet 
and social media provide a perfect platform for hoaxes, especially 
hoaxes about challenges or trends that are said to be harmful to 
children and young people to be spread quickly.  You should 
carefully consider if a challenge or scare story is a hoax. Generally 
speaking, naming an online hoax and providing direct warnings is not 
helpful. Concerns are often fuelled by unhelpful publicity, usually 
generated on social media, and may not be based on confirmed or 
factual occurrences or any real risk to children and young people.”  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/harmful-online-challenges-and-
online-hoaxes/harmful-online-challenges-and-online-hoaxes [Accessed 15.3.21]. 

 
Whilst we do not recommend talking to 
your child about specific challenges (it 
draws attention to them), we do 
recommend talking to your child about 
challenges that may appear on the 
internet.  Make sure they know that 
they should talk to you about what they 
see online, particularly if it scares or 
upsets them as you can help them to 
block and report the content.   
 

Reassure your child that challenges that suggest that 
bad stuff will happen if they don’t complete the tasks 
are not real.   
 

The following links will provide you with further information as well as 
content to help you talk to your child:  
 

• https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/theres-a-viral-
scare-online-what-should-i-do/  

• https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/online-challenges-and-
peer-pressure  

• https://www.bbc.com/ownit/its-personal/when-you-see-
something-scary-online 

• https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/what-to-do-if-you-see-
something-upsetting-online 

• https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/how-can-we-teach-kids-to-
spot-fake-news-online/ 

 Harmful online challenges/hoaxes 

Mental Health 
support 
 
Mental Health toolkit 
 

The BBC have created this online 
toolkit which includes tips, films, 
stories and guidance to help you: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes
/articles/YfRzhXDKSZQxFVn30TlXBj/y
our-mental-health-toolkit  
 

One Space 
 

One Space is provided by Shout, The 
Mix and Young Minds.  It is hoped it 
will ensure a simpler user journey for 
young people seeking support for 
their mental health during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its 
aftermath: https://onespaceto.org/ 

Hollie Guard App 

 

The Hollie Guard app allows you to 
keep an eye on your child while they 
are traveling using the Journey 
feature, so whenever they use this 
feature, their emergency contacts 
are informed when they have arrived 
at their destination. 
 
Users can also use this app to get 
help quickly if they’re in danger.  If a 
user is in danger, they shake or tap 
their phone, which activates Hollie 
Guard and automatically sends their 
location to their designated contacts.  
It can also activate a high-pitched 
alarm.  Visit their website for further 
information: 
https://hollieguard.com/ 
 

Instagram updates 
 

Instagram Live Rooms: 
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/doubling-up-on-
instagram-live-with-live-rooms  
 
Supporting people affected by eating disorders and negative body image: 
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/how-were-supporting-
people-affected-by-eating-disorders-and-negative-body-image  
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