
  Dear Parents, 
As we probably expected, last week the Prime Minster announced that the period of remote learning is to be 
extended beyond the middle of February when he informed the House of Commons that “we hope it will be 
safe to commence the reopening of schools from Monday 8 March.”  He also 
confirmed that “the government will prolong arrangements for providing free 
school meals for those eligible children not in school, including the national 
voucher scheme, until they have returned to the classroom.”  So, we continue 
with remote learning for at least another four weeks.  We have just updated 
our ‘Remote Education Provision – Information for Parents’ which can 
be found on our website, along with some separate guidelines for Pupils and 
Parents regarding the arrangements associated with Remote Learning. 
We were all proud to hear our RE Department being highlighted on the BBC 
Radio 4 ‘Sunday’ programme as an example of excellence in the teaching of 

Hinduism Dharma.  We have a tradition of teaching pupils not what 
to think, but how to think in this subject.  As a secular school, we 
consider it to be an essential part of every pupil’s education to be 
open-minded and to learn about other faiths and cultures.  We all 

know this promotes tolerance, understanding and is essential for the pluralist society in which we all live. 
Equally important, especially at present, is kindness.  Being kind and exhibiting kindness makes such 
a difference to the quality of life for everyone.  Kindness is usually described as the quality of being 
friendly, generous and considerate.  Warmth, affection, concern and gentleness are often associated 
with kindness.  It is an interpersonal skill and random acts of kindness include: 
 

• Giving an honest compliment 
• Offering to help someone 
• Thanking someone you appreciate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Random acts of kindness can brighten someone’s (and your) day.  Kindness also breeds kindness.  
When we hear about the generosity and support that others have given during this time, it inspires us to be 
kind too.  Random acts of kindness do not have to be big gestures, but they can have a significant impact.  
For example, we are so grateful for the numerous emails you have sent offering praise and thanks to all staff 
for all support and guidance provided to your sons/daughters in recent weeks.  I share these with the staff 
each week and it helps to know how much they are valued and appreciated. 
Finally, a big ‘Thank You’ to all parents of Year 8 pupils who attended last week’s virtual Parents’ 
Evening.  Attendance was 88%, which is a reflection on your support ... as well as your high level 
computing skills.   
We keep going and remain as positive, committed and enthusiastic as possible.  As always, if you need to 
contact me about any issue, however trivial, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  My email address is 
morrisc@broughtonhigh.co.uk.  
                                                                                                                                                              Chris Morris, Headteacher  
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• Donating to a local foodbank 
• Reminiscing with family about special moments 
• Calling/Messaging someone you love 
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Excellence in Chemistry 
 
9SD are currently studying Chemistry at home, which certainly has its challenges without the ability to 
complete chemical reactions practically. I am extremely impressed with how much they have achieved and, 
how the standard of presentation of book work has not altered between school and home. Here are a few 
examples (I wish I could show them all!)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done 9SD. 
 

 Keep up the hard work at home.  
 

Miss Ives 
 

        Alicia Tomlinson                      Freya Nunn          Jack Barnes 

Jessica Livesey 

Hannah Thomas 

Leona Bannister 

Qasim Tailor 



 

Lockdown Science 
 
I was immensely pleased last 
weekend when I received a video 
from Eva Hughes (7R). We have 
been studying Acids and Alkalis in 
Science and she decided to 
continue the Science at home. Eva 
produced her own Red Cabbage 
Indicator and tested various 
household substances. I have to 
say, I think that the quality of her 
indicator was better than the one I 
made during the lesson! We 
certainly have a young Scientist in 
the making. 

Mr Lynn 
 

High Standards of Manners and Gratitude 
 
Our pupils have extremely high standards of manners and gratitude and 
I am delighted to say that this is continuing in lockdown.  Every lesson 
ends with a totally unprompted but very encouraging "Thanks Miss", 
"Thank you and bye Miss", "Have a good evening Miss" etc, just as 
would be said in the classroom.  This time it is written in the chat, but it 
has just the same effect.  Pupils are learning how to interact digitally in a 
respectful way and it is perhaps one positive to take away from remote 
learning.  Pupils have been awarded ClassCharts for manners ... here is 
a snapshot of the ‘chat’ from a couple of lessons.   
 

Mrs Hardman 
 
 
Smyth Sisters Run for Fun 
 
Anna Smyth (10S) and Elizabeth Smyth (8H) have been making excellent progress 
with their lockdown running challenge. So far, the girls have covered over 30 miles 
between them in January alone! They have consistently achieved PBs along the way 
and are striving to increase their distance each time they run.  Keep up the good work 
girls.  Roll on the London Marathon ..... 

Miss Lupton 



 
Excellence in Design Technology 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Design Technology last week 
demonstrated how creative and ambitious 
pupils are at Broughton. Mr Brandwood’s 
classes have been working hard to produce 
high quality, original work. Year 7 3D 
materials continue to refine their skills 
using Tinkercad, whilst Year 7 product 
designers are researching biomimicry 
related products. In Year 8 last week we 
embarked on a new challenge to design 
and make an upcycled phone holder; look 
out for this in the coming weeks. Year 9 
graphics continue to demonstrate a range 
of skills including designing a unique pop-
up card and original logo design. 
Additionally, Year 10 and Year 11 are 
working on their own unique NEA projects. 
Extremely impressive engagement and 
fantastic work from all years. 

  
Year 7 Investigation into Biomimicry 

Year 7 Computer Modelling using Tinkercad 

Year 9 Logo Design  Year 10 Research into Designers 
Year 9 Pop-Up 
Card Challenge 

LED light bulbs are related to 
fireflies due to the texted surface 
of the lanterns replicated by the 
LEDs.  This enables more light to 
be produced and not to escape. 

Sticky weed has tiny hooks which 
is how it grabs onto things.  
Velcro was designed to mimic the 
sticky weed.  Velcro has many 
hooks which makes it extremely 
strong. 

Namibian beetles have bumpy, 
textured backs which can gather 
water depending on their body 
position.  Scientists have tried to 
mimic this by using synthetic 
materials shaped like the beetle’s 
backs to gather water from the air. 

A box fish is water dynamic and 
manoeuvrable under water.  
Mercedes tried to replicate this 
and sought to design a car which 
is safe, manoeuvrable and 
aerodynamic - just like the box 
fish.  

The kingfisher’s streamlined 
head and beak enables it to fly 
extremely fast through the air.  
The Shinkansen train has 
replicated this by making an 
aerodynamic nose just like the 
kingfisher. 



 

 
Excellence in Art 
 
Year 7 pupils have been studying an early 20th Century Abstract Artist called Piet Mondrian. They have 
made a visual study of one of his paintings, written an in-depth analysis about it and created a digital 
abstract piece inspired by him. 

Zayn Ahmed 
Mollie Hale 

Nina 
Finley 

Thea 
Gleave 

Amy 
Patel 



Excellence in Art 
 
Year 8 and Year 9 pupils were asked to learn, then complete a test, on the Top 20 Most Famous paintings 
(according to Time Out Magazine).  Inspired by Twitter's #gettymuseumchallenge, the follow up task was 
to physically recreate one of the paintings with whatever and whoever they had available at home! There 
were lots of great submissions; here are some of the best.  
 

Charlotte Alty 

Erin Kopydlowski 

Hannah Smith 

Amelia Brome 

Wanderer above the sea of fog 
Caspar David Friedrich 

Ms Smith 



 

National Storytelling Week 
 
Research from the National Literacy trust shows us that reading is an important tool we can use to help 
improve our mental health and wellbeing.  During a recent survey children commented, ‘reading (59%), 
writing (41.3%) and listening to audiobooks (31.8%) has made them feel better during lockdown.’  The 
celebration of stories has, therefore, never been more relevant and what better time celebrate than 
National Storytelling Week 30th Jan - 6th Feb.  
  

This week we are launching our: STORY BOOK ISLAND II-BOOK TITLE QUIZ 
 
Pupils will find the quiz on Firefly-Resources-LRC-Learning Resource 
Centre-Story Book Island II and they have to see how many book titles 
they can identify.  There are 25 in total.  Entries should be emailed to me at 
whitlocka@broughtonhigh.co.uk.  ClassCharts point for each entry and a prize 
for the pupil who identifies the most. 
 
If your children are feeling inspired to write their own story, during lockdown, 
author Emma Carroll is leading free writing lessons for primary and secondary 
pupils on Instagram Live and YouTube.  The following link has more details 
https://emmacarrollauthor.wordpress.com 
 

This week we have chosen a shorter story. 
BOOK OF THE WEEK ‘A Dangerous Game’ By Malorie Blackman. 

This version is published by Barrington Stoke with a Dyslexia friendly layout, font and paper.   
A review can be found of Firefly. 

  Mrs Whitlock 
 

‘There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island’ - Walt Disney   
 

If you are struggling with some of the answers, here is a list of the authors to give you a hint: 
Sam Angus, Julia Donaldson, Soman Chainani, Mar Shelley. 

 
Broughton High School ... now on Strava! 
 
Since the beginning of the first lockdown and the closing of gyms, apps that can track 
pupils’ workouts have increased in popularity. Swedish for ‘strive’, Strava is a free app 
that has been developed by athletes to track exercise, which incorporates some 
social network features. It is mostly used for cycling and running, and uses GPS data to 
give athletes workout analysis information such as distance, time, pace, average pace, 
splits, and elevation gain.  
 
We are aware that some of our pupils are already using this app, and others have been looking for an 
opportunity to log their runs, so we have created a ‘Broughton High School’ group on Strava. This 
is a private group which pupils must request to join, but once a member it will allow PE staff to see any 
uploaded runs/cycles from pupils, and members will be able to see each other’s workouts.  
 

For details about how to access the group, please go to:  
https://broughtonhigh.fireflycloud.net/physical-education  

 
Once you have the Strava app, click on the ‘Explore ’ icon, followed by 
‘Clubs’ and type ‘Broughton High School ’ next to the magnifying glass. 
 
This group is for Broughton High pupils and staff only.  
 
The aim is to motivate and inspire our pupils (and staff!) and give them a platform 
to share their hard work. It is completely optional, but if you would like to join, 
please read though the ‘How to’ guide, and ‘User expectations’ on Firefly.  
 
If you have any further questions, please email me (rukinv@broughtonhigh.co.uk).  

Mrs Rukin 
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Biology 
 
It was great to see Kia Robinson, Year 10 Triple Science undertaking some extra Biology during the 
current lockdown. Assisted by a family member, who is pursuing a career in veterinary science, he 
undertook a guided dissection of a lambs heart, lungs, trachea and liver. Judging by the pictures Kia was 
thoroughly enthralled by the dissection. Well done Kai, great effort.  
Mrs Church



 

Excellence in English 
 
 
 
The pupils from 8EZ wrote persuasive travel blurbs to go on a 
hypothetical website, advertising the Maldives as part of their Travel 
Writing unit.   Ava Harkins, Luca Homer and Jasmine Hurst produced 
high quality responses to this task. 
 

 
 

‘The Maldives’ by Jasmine Hurst ‘The Maldives’ by Luca Homer 

‘The Maldives’ by Ava Harkins 

Mrs Wright 



 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Are you back to helping your child learn at 
home? We hope this article will provide you 
with some useful pointers. 
 

Learning online 
• Follow your school’s rules on communicating and only use those approved channels to communicate 

with your teacher/school. 

• When participating in any live teaching try to do this in a family area. 

• Ensure appropriate clothing - no pyjamas etc. 

• Set scheduled breaks from screen time. 

• Only use web resources that your school have recommended or known reliable sources. 
 

Keeping in touch 

Is your child using a Conferencing app as part of keeping in 
touch with school such as Microsoft Teams, Google Meet or 
Zoom? This article provides you with some general advice to 
help you keep your child safe as well as further links tailored 
specifically to the app/platform they may be using:  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/keeping-kids-safe-on-
conferencing-apps/ 
 

Test your Internet  
Whilst no system is 100% perfect, filtering can reduce the 
possibility of your child seeing content that they shouldn’t.  
You can test your broadband or mobile connection here:  
http://testfiltering.com/personal/  

 

Screen time 
As children are at home learning, there may be an increase in how long 
your child is spending online.  This site offers age appropriate guidance 
relating to screen time and how you can balance it and set boundaries. 
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/  

 

Do you need further support? 
ParentZone have produced a list of support services, helplines and 
reporting channels that you may find useful:  
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/where-report-and-get-support-during-
lockdown 

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date released 1.2.21. 

 

Would you like to 
deliver online safety at 

home? 
Here are some video guides 

to try: 
https://www.thinkuknow.c

o.uk/parents/Support-
tools/presentations-for-

parents/ 
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You must be at least 16 years old to register for and use WhatsApp.  
WhatsApp is a free messaging app that allows you to send messages and 
videos.  One of the main features is that it has a Group chat function that are 
set up by one person (who is the admin).  Everybody in the group, even if 
they’re not one of your child’s phone contacts, will be able to see all messages.  
If your child is added to a group with someone that they have previously 
blocked, that person can still see their messages and send them messages 
through the group.  In settings, you can change who can add your child to 
groups, for example, you can change the settings to ‘my contacts’, which 
means that only those in your child’s contacts can add them to a group (those 
not in their contacts will have to send them an invitation to add them first). 
 

WhatsApp has been used in instances of online bullying, for example sending 
nasty messages or sharing images of other children without their permission to 
embarrass them.  We need to ensure we talk to our children about being kind 
online. Encourage them to think about their digital footprint by thinking 
about the things that they say, do and share online.  We also need to lead by 
example and model the type of behaviour expected online. This is a really 
useful article to help support your child online and how to be a positive role 
model: https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-
support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-social-media-and-the-internet/  
 

It’s also important to note that WhatsApp has a live location feature which 
allows you to share your real-time location for a specific amount of time. You 
can change your options in settings to never share your location.  If your child 
is using WhatsApp, then show them how to block and report contacts and 
remind your child that they should talk to you or another trusted adult if 
they have any concerns. 
 

Further information 

• https://www.whatsapp.com/safety/  

 
 

 
  

Grand Theft Auto 
 

Grand Theft Auto, depending on which 
version played, is rated 18+ by PEGI, often 
because of language, glamourisation of 
crime and the depiction of drugs.  GTA is 
not suitable for those under this age. Find 
out more about GTA here:  
https://www.net-
aware.org.uk/networks/grand-theft-auto-
san-andreas/  

Roblox 
 

PEGI have rated Roblox PEGI 7 which 
means it is not suitable for persons 
under 7 years of age.  However, 
remember a PEGI rating does not take 
into consideration the presence of a 
chat facility.   
 

What should I be aware of? 
 

Chat Facility: Players can chat to each 
other, you can add parental controls to 
turn this feature off completely or add 
restrictions.  Further information can be 
found here:  
https://corp.roblox.com/parents/   
 

Blocking users and reporting – 
ensure your child knows how to do this. 
 

Virtual Currency - Players can buy 
Robux (their virtual currency) to buy in-
game upgrades or accessories. If you do 
not want your child to purchase them 
ensure your card details are not saved. 
 
SWGfL have produced this Privacy and 
Safety Checklist: 
https://swgfl.org.uk/assets/documents/
roblox-checklist.pdf 
 
Common sense Media have also 
produced this Ultimate Guide to Roblox 
which details further information that 
you need to know:  
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-roblox-
0  

 

Safer internet Day 

 
Safer Internet Day 2021 will be 
celebrated around the world on 
Tuesday 9th February.  The global 
theme is ‘together for a better 
internet’.  The focus is how young 
people can tell fact from fiction.  You 
can get involved by visiting their 
website which has lots of advice, 
activities and films. 
 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safe
r-internet-day/safer-internet-day-
2021/i-am-parent-or-carer  

 

 Grand Theft Auto 

WhatsApp 

Is your child using 
Discord? 

As with any site that includes 
a chat facility, there are risks 
involved.  Learn more about 
Discord here and help your 

child to use it safely: 
https://parentzone.org.uk/article

/discord-everything-you-need-
know-about-chat-service  
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